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♦•BOO^II^OTICiES.^ 

BRIGGS' MESSIANIC PROPHECY. 



The author of tliis volume is well known to the theological public. On at 
least two questions he has taken what may fairly be called an advanced position, 
and in this position he has given and received many blows. His revision of 
" criticism " and his criticism of the " revision " have made him prominent in the 
department of Old Testament study. 

A third line of work is now presented. What are its characteristics ? What 
are its excellencies ? What are its defects ? 

Prophecy is taken in its wide sense as "religious instruction," Messianic 
Prophecy is taken in its wide sense as "the prediction of the completion of 
redemption through the Messiah." He does not limit himself, therefore, to those 
prophecies which refer to a personal Messiah. Hebrew prophecy has much in 
common with the prophecy of other nations, but, at the same time, has certain 
distinctive features which raise it far above all other prophecy. The operation 
of the Holy Spirit upon the prophet is to be explained by the similar operation of 
the Spirit in " giving the Christian assurance of salvation." The contents of the 
influence differ, and there may be a difference in extent and degree of this influ- 
ence ; but the operation is practically the same. 

Prediction is sharply distinguished from prophecy. All prediction is proph- 
ecy, but much prophecy is not prediction. Pi-ediction is "an extraordinary 
feature " of prophecy. It is " the smallest section of the range of prophetic in- 
struction." It is not peculiar to Hebrew Prophecy, but is found in the prophecy 
of all nations. The importance of prediction lies in the fact that Messianic 
prophecy is prediction. 

That theory of prophecy which seeks above all to find the literal fulfillment of 
individual prophecies, a fulfillment of the word and of the details, is believed to be 
false. " Prophecies are predictions only as to the essential and the ideal elements. 
The purely formal elements belong to the point of view and coloring of the individ- 
ual prophets. We are not to find exact and literal fulfillment in detail or in gen- 
eral ; but the fulfillment is limited, as the prediction is limited, to the essential ideal 

contents of the prophecy Looking forth into the future, prophetic prediction 

clothes and represents that which is to come in the scenery and language familiar 
to it in the present and in the past." There is a clearly marked development in 
the growth of prophecy, from lower forms to higher; from general prediction 
to specific. " Messianic prophecy is an advancing organism expressing in ever 
richer and fuller representations the ideal of complete redemption through the 
Messiah. History advances with prophecy toward the same goal, but prediction 
points the way." Hebrew prediction has no double sense, and indeed, no succes- 
sive fulfillment. What interpreters commonly understand to be " successive ful- 
fillment," is but the realization of some phases of the messianic ideal before the 
ideal itself is attained. 
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Book Notices. 12'? 

Partly in his language, and partly in our interpretation of his language, we 
have given the leading principles in accordance with which the subject is worked 
ont. This presentation is necessarily brief and fragmentary. 

Now, as to the application of these principles. In thirteen chapters there are 
discussed, 1) Primitive Messianic Ideas, 2) Messianic Prophecy in the Mosaic Age, 
3) The Messianic Idea of the Davidic Period, 4) of the Earlier Prophets, 5) of 
Isaiah and his contemporaries, 6) of Jeremiah and his contemporaries, 7) of Eze. 
kiel, 8) of the Exile, 9) The Prophecy of the Servant of Jehovah, 10) The Prophecy 
of the Restoration of Zion, 11) of Daniel, 12) The Messianic Idea of the Times of 
the Restoration, 13) The Messianic Ideal. Under these several heads are grouped 
the various individual prophecies. In this classification and presentation the 
author avails himself of the opportunity to carry out his ideas in reference to 
" criticism " and " revision." If the Messianic Idea is a development, it is neces- 
sary that each prophecy find its proper place in the series of prophecies. It is 
interesting to note the position assigned to Isa. xl.-lsvi., Zech. ix.-xiv., and 
other contested pieces. The author does not present the translation of the RV., 
but his own. And in this he has presented,, more fully than ever before, his 
ideas concerning Hebrew poetry, which have not been generally accepted, and in- 
deed cannot be until they are given in systematic form. Here, too, he has shown 
a peculiar fondness for reconstructing the text. The emendations proposed on 
nearly every page, are worthy of careful study ; we feel, however, that the read- 
ing of the Septuagint has too often been accepted instead of that of the Hebrew, 
without sufllcient reason. 

To sum up, the characteristic features of this book are (1) the historical 
theory of prophecy upon which it is constructed ; (2) the emphasis laid upon ihe 
subordinate importance of prediction, as related to prophecy in general ; (S) the 
application of the idea of development to the individual Messianic prophecies ; 
(4) the application of the principles of higher criticism in locating the several 
prophecies ; (5) the application of the principles of lower criticism in reconstruct- 
ing the text ; (6) the carrying out of the author-s peculiar ideas as to Hebrew 
Poetry ; (7) the boldness and vigor with which the whole work has been performed. 

In conclusion, the spirit of the writer, while at times severe, is generally excel- 
lent. One cannot but feel that he is searching for the truth. The style, as an 
Englsh critic has put it, is, although ungraceful, very clear. There are passages 
in which it is truly eloquent. "We believe the author to be, in the main, correct in 
regard to the principles of prophecy which he lays down. And that the adoption 
of these principles will bring us back to the Old Testament ; for the fact is. Chris- 
tian students have strayed away from the book. There are many interpretations, 
many details, some of them quite important, in which he seems to have gone far 
away from a correct view. Perhaps nothing is more unsatisfactory than his 
interpretation of the Immanuel prophecy. One cannot regard as satisfactory the 
treatment of Isaiah liii. That he has been unduly influenced by those views in 
reference to which he had previously declared himself so positively, is apparent. 
It remains, however, to be said, that this work is the first critical treatment of the 
subject that has ever been written in English ; it is the only presentation of the 
subject from the correct stand-point, worthy of notice ; it is a volume for which 
Bible-students, — those, at least, of them, who desire to know the truth, will be pro- 
foundly grateful to the author. 



